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BAJI Calls Out Anti-Black Immigration Shutdown:
“This Is a Ban on Black Immigrants—Period.”

Move disproportionately targets African and Caribbean communities and extends a long
history of anti-Black discrimination in U.S. immigration policy.

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Black Alliance for Just Immigration (BAJl) condemns the
Trump administration’s decision to halt all green card, citizenship, asylum, and
immigration-benefit applications from 19 countries — the majority of them African and
Black-majority nations.

This action is not about national security. It is a sweeping, discriminatory attack on Black
immigrants dressed up as bureaucracy.

By freezing the futures of families from Somalia, Sudan, Nigeria, Eritrea, Ethiopia, and
other nations with large Black diasporas in the U.S., the administration is once again
weaponizing fear to justify anti-Black immigration policy. This is the same script we’ve
seen before: if the administration needs a scapegoat, Black immigrants are the first
target.

“Let’s be clear: this pause doesn’t make anyone safer,” said Nana Gyamfi, BAJI
Executive Director. “It just makes Black immigrants more vulnerable. Entire families now
sit in limbo because this administration can’t resist scapegoating African nations
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whenever it needs a distraction. We refuse to sit idly by and let Black immigrants be
used as political collateral — not today, not ever.”

A Ban in Everything but Name

The pause leaves thousands of Black immigrants in limbo — unable to reunite with
family, adjust their status, or move forward with the lives they’ve built here. It also opens
the door to re-interviewing and re-scrutinizing applicants who have already met every
legal requirement — a move that disproportionately harms Black immigrants who
already face the highest denial rates and longest processing delays.

Let’s be clear: collective punishment of Black-majority nations is not a “review.” It's
discrimination at scale.

Anti-Blackness Is the Throughline

U.S. immigration policy has a long and well-documented pattern: Black immigrants are
overpoliced, detained longer, deported faster, and granted relief less often. This week’s
announcement continues that lineage.

A violent incident near the White House is now being used as a pretext to shut the door
on entire nations — none of which had any connection to the incident. That’s not
security. That’s a pretext for racial profiling.

This Policy Will Cause Real Harm

e Families will remain separated indefinitely.

e \Workers who have waited years for green cards now face uncertainty all over
again.

e Black immigrant communities already navigating xenophobia, surveillance, and
lack of resources will be pushed even further into vulnerability.
America cannot claim to value democracy while targeting Black immigrants for

exclusion.

BAJI’'s Demands
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BAJI calls on Congress to:

e |Immediately reverse this sweeping and discriminatory pause.
e Protect Black immigrants whose pending cases now risk denial or deportation.

e Ensure U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) is not used as a
political tool to target Black and African communities.

e Conduct transparent assessments rooted in evidence — not racial bias.

BAJI’s Commitment

BAJI will continue to challenge policies that criminalize, scapegoat, and silence Black
immigrants. We will not allow fear-based politics to decide who deserves safety, stability,
and a pathway to citizenship.

Black immigrants deserve dignity, due process, and a future — not another ban
designed to keep them out.
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